REGILDING THE CRESCENT
low ebb, had to climb down. Negotiations were
reopened, and Austria paid an indemnity of over
two million pounds. But for the boycott, she
would not perhaps have paid one crown, though
British action and influence also, in all proba-
bility, helped Turkey to secure this compensation.
It even had political results that may be enduring.
Making common cause in commerce bound Turk,
Greek, Jew and Armenian by stronger ties than
the banging of drums and waving of flags. More-
over, had the embargo on the Austrian-made
fez lasted longer, a new industry might have
been established in Turkey. As an efficient
weapon in the hands of a weak country threatened
by a powerful neighbour, the boycott was a
success and won the sympathy of every disinte-
rested country in Europe. At the same time,
it is most earnestly to be hoped that their first
success may not in future encourage the Turks
in the promiscuous use of a weapon which, like
some others, is apt to recoil on those who use
it unskilfully. An organised boycott by the
270,000,000 Mohammedans in the world might
soon ruin the wealthiest of their clients, but
fortunately this, like other Panislamic move-
ments, is beyond the confines of practical politics.
Yet it is not inconceivable that the Turks may
acquire a taste for such tactics, which, if im-
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